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presumed to be that time when the governing body declares the persons elected or the measures approved or
defeated.
Following completion of the official canvass, any voter may, within five days beginning on the 29th day after a
statewide election, file with the Secretary of State a written request for a recount of the votes cast for candidates for
any statewide office or for or against any measure voted on statewide. The request shall specify in which county or
counties the recount is sought and shall specify on behalf of which candidate, slate of electors, or position on a
measure (affirmative or negative) it is filed. [~ The Secretary of State shall forthwith send by registered mail one
copy of the request to the elections official of each county in which a recount of the votes is sought. [~] All the
other provisions of this article shall apply to recounts conducted under this section.
The request may specify the order in which the precincts shall be recounted.
Any time during the conduct of a recount and for 24 hours thereafter, any other voter may request the recount of any
precincts in an election for the same office, slate of presidential electors, or measure not recounted as a result of the
original request.
The voter filing the request seeking the recount shall, before the recount is commenced and at the beginning of each
day following, deposit with the elections official a sum as required by the elections official to cover the cost of the
recount for that day. [~ The money deposited shall be returned to the depositor if, upon completion of the recount,
the candidate, slate of presidential electors, or the position on the measure (affirmative or negative) for which the
declaration is filed is found to have received the plurality of votes cast which it had not received according to the
official canvass or, in an election where there are two or more candidates, the recount results in the candidate for
whom the recount was requested appearing on the ballot in a subsequent runoff election or general election who
would not have so appeared in the absence of the recount. The depositor shall be entitled to the return of any money
deposited in excess of the cost of the recount if the candidate, slate, or position on the measure has not received the
plurality of the votes cast or, in an election where there are two or more candidates, the recount does not result in the
candidate for whom the recount was requested appearing on the ballot in a subsequent runoff or general election as
a result of the recount. Money not required to be refunded shall be deposited in the appropriate public treasury.
The recount shall be conducted under the supervision of the elections official by special recount boards consisting
of four voters of the county appointed by the elections official. Each member of a recount board shall receive the
same compensation per day as is paid in the jurisdiction within which the recount is being conducted to members of
precinct boards, other than inspectors, to be paid out of the appropriate public treasury. [~ If the office of the
elections official is the subject of the recount, the governing body shall appoint an officer, other than the elections
official, to appoint and supervise the special recount boards.
The recount shall be commenced not more than seven days following the receipt by the elections official of the
request for the recount under Section 15620 or 15621, and shall be continued daily, Saturdays, Sundays, and
holidays excepted, for not less than six hours each day until completed. The recount shall not be commenced until
the first day following notification of the individuals specified in Section 15628.
(a) If in the election which is to be recounted the votes were recorded by means of a punchcard voting system or by
electronic or electromechanical vote tabulating devices, the voter who files the declaration requesting the recount
may select whether the recount shall be conducted manually, or by means of the voting system used originally, or
both. (b) For purposes of direct recording electronic voting systems, "conducted manually" means that either the
paper record copies or the voter verified paper audit trail of the electronically recorded vote are counted manually,
as selected by the voter who requests the recount.
Not less than one day prior to commencement of the recount, the elections official shall post a notice as to the date
and place of the recount and shall notify the following persons of it in person or by any federally regulated
overnight mail service: (a) All candidates for any office the votes for which are to be recounted. (b) Authorized
representatives of presidential candidates to whom electors are pledged if the votes to be recounted were cast for
presidential electors. (c) Proponents of any initiative or referendum or persons filing ballot arguments for or against
any initiative, referendum, or measure placed on the ballot by the governing body the votes for which are to be
recounted. (d) The Secretary of State in the case of a recount of the votes cast for candidates for any state office,
presidential electors, the House of Representatives of the United States, the Senate of the United States, or delegates
to a national convention or on any state measure.
The recount shall be conducted publicly.
All ballots, whether voted or not, and any other relevant material, may be examined as part of any recount if the
voter filing the declaration requesting the recount so requests. [~ No examination of any ballot shall include
touching or handling the ballot without the express consent of the elections official or the election officer
supervising the special recount board. No ballot may be touched or handled during the examination unless the
elections official or the elections officer supervising the special recount is present to observe the examination. [~
Except as provided in this section no ballot shall be touched or handled by any person during the recount unless that
person is the elections official, a person acting at the direction of the elections official, a member of the special
recount board, or by order of the superior court.
On recount, ballots may be challenged for incompleteness, ambiguity, or other defects, in accordance with the
following procedure: (a) The person challenging the ballot shall state the reason for the challenge. (b) The official
counting the ballot shall count it as he or she believes proper and then set it aside with a notation as to how it was
counted. (c) The elections official shall, before the recount is completed, determine whether the challenge is to be
allowed. The decision of the elections official is final.



15632. In lieu of the returns as reported in the official canvass, upon completion of the recount showing that a different
candidate was nominated or elected, that a different presidential slate ofelectors received a plurality of the votes, or
that a measure was defeated instead of approved or approved instead of defeated, there shall be entered the result of
the recount in each precinct affected, which result shall, for all purposes thereafter, be the official returns of those
precincts for the office, slates of presidential electors, or measure involved in the recount. If the office, slates of
presidential electors, or measure are not voted on statewide, the results of any recount which is not completed by
counting the votes in each and every precinct in the jurisdiction within which votes were cast on the candidates for
the office, on the slates of electors, or on the measure in question shall be declared null and void. If the office,
slates of presidential electors, or measure are voted on statewide, the results of any recount will be declared null and
void where there is not recounted each vote cast for the office, slates, or measure in any county specified in the
request for recount filed with the Secretary of State.

15633. A copy of the results of any recount conducted pursuant to this chapter shall be posted conspicuously in the office of
the elections official.

Public Records Act Provisions [citations are to California Government Code, see GC 6250 et seq.]
6250. [The Legislature, mindful of the right of individual privacy, finds and declares that access to information about the

conduct of the people's business is a fundamental and necessary right of every person]
6251. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the California Public Records Act.
6252. As used in this chapter: (a) "Local agency" includes a county; city, whether general law or chartered; city and

county; school district; municipal corporation; district; political subdivision; or any board, commission or agency
thereof; other local public agency; or entities that are legislative bodies of a local agency pursuant to subdivisions (c)
and (d) of Section 54952. (b) "Member of the public" means any person, except a member, agent, officer, or
employee of a federal, state, or local agency acting within the scope of his or her membership, agency, office, or
employment. (c) "Person" includes any natural person, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, firm, or
association. (d) "Public agency" means any state or local agency. (e) "Public records" includes any writing
containing information relating to the conduct of the public's business prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state
or local agency regardless of physical form or characteristics. "Public records" in the custody of, or maintained by,
the Governor's office means any writing prepared on or after January 6, 1975. (f) "State agency" means every state
office, officer, department, division, bureau, board, and commission or other state body or agency, except those
agencies provided for in Article IV (except Section 20 thereof) or Article VI of the California Constitution. (g)
"Writing" means any handwriting, typewriting, printing, photostating, photographing, photocopying, transmitting by
electronic mail or facsimile, and every other means of recording upon any tangible thing any form of communication
or representation, including letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols, or combinations thereof, and any record
thereby created, regardless of the manner in which the record has been stored.

6253. [Public records are open to inspection, unless exempt from disclosure, at all times during the agency's office hours,
and the agency shall promptly determine f the records are disclosable and available available, and produce a copy
upon payment of the appropriate fee, if applicable.]

6253.1. [When a request is made, the agency shall assist the requester in making a focused and effective request that
reasonably describes an identifiable record or records, describe where the records exist ,a nd provide suggestions for
overcoming practical obstacles to accessing them.]

6253.4. [Agency may adopt regulations stating the procedures for making its records available, consistent with the purposes
of the Act.]

6253.5. Notwithstanding Sections 6252 and 6253, statewide, county, city, and district initiative, referendum, and recall
petitions, petitions circulated pursuant to Section 5091 of the Education Code, petitions for the reorganization of
school districts submitted pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 35700) of Chapter 4 of Part 21 of the
Education Code, petitions for the reorganization of community college districts submitted pursuant to Part 46
(commencing with Section 74000) of the Education Code and all memoranda prepared by the county elections
officials in the examination of the petitions indicating which registered voters have signed particular petitions shall
not be deemed to be public records and shall not be open to inspection except by the public officer or public
employees who have the duty of receiving, examining or preserving the petitions or who are responsible for the
preparation of that memoranda and, if the petition is found to be insufficient, by the proponents of the petition and the
representatives of the proponents as may be designated by the proponents in writing in order to determine which
signatures were disqualified and the reasons therefor. However, the Attorney General, the Secretary of State, the Fair
Political Practices Commission, a district attorney, a school district or a community college district attorney, and a
city attorney shall be permitted to examine the material upon approval of the appropriate superior court.
If the proponents of a petition are permitted to examine the petition and memoranda, the examination shall commence
not later than 21 days after certification of insufficiency. (a) As used in this section, "petition" shall mean any
petition to which a registered voter has affixed his or her signature. (b) As used in this section "proponents of the
petition" means the following: (1) For statewide initiative and referendum measures, the person or persons who
submit a draft of a petition proposing the measure to the Attorney General with a request that he or she prepare a title
and summary of the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure; (2) For other initiative and referenda on
measures, the person or persons who publish a notice of intention to circulate petitions, or, where publication is not
required, who file petitions with the elections official; (3) For recall measures, the person or persons defined in
Section 343 of the Elections Code; (4) For petitions circulated pursuant to Section 5091 of the Education Code, the
person or persons having charge of the petition who submit the petition to the county superintendent of schools; (5)



For petitions circulated pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 35700) of Chapter 4 of Part 21 of the
Education Code, the person or persons designated as chief petitioners under Section 35701 of the Education Code; (6)
For petitions circulated pursuant to Part 4 (commencing with Section 74000) of the Education Code, the person or
persons designated as chief petitioners under Sections 74102, 74133, and 74152 of the Education Code.

6253.6. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 6252 and 6253, information compiled by public officers or public
employees revealing the identity of persons who have requested bilingual ballots or ballot pamphlets, made in
accordance with any federal or state law, or other data that would reveal the identity of the requester, shall not be
deemed to be public records and shall not be provided to any person other than public officers or public employees
who are responsible for receiving those requests and processing the same. (b) Nothing contained in subdivision (a)
shall be construed as prohibiting any person who is otherwise authorized by law from examining election materials,
including, but not limited to, affidavits of registration, provided that requests for bilingual ballots or ballot pamphlets
shall be subject to the restrictions contained in subdivision (a).

6253.9. [Provisions for the production of information in an electronic format]

FEDERAL LAWS ==========---================---====

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 [42 USC 12101, et seq.]
(Popular name: ADA.) To be protected by the ADA, one must have a disability or have a relationship or association with
an individual with a disability. An individual with a disability is defined by the ADA as a person who has a physical or
mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a person who has a history or record of such an
impairment, or a person who is perceived by others as having such an impairment. Title II of the Act provides protections in
the state and local government activities.

Help America Vote Act of 2002 [42 USC 15301 et seq.]
(Popular name: HAVA.) The most sweeping electoral reform since the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Key provisions: (1)
new voting system standards and funding to acquire new voting systems that enable every voter to vote independently and
privately, to review and correct and verify their ballots before casting them.; (2) allow voters to cast a provisional ballot at
the polling place even when there is some doubt about eligibility; (3) requires verification of identity when registering to
vote for the first time; (4) facilitates voting by military and overseas voters; (5) facilitates the filing of complaints by voters;
and (6) creates Elections Assistance Committee to oversee and study election processes.

Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act of 1984 [42 USC 1973ee]
Generally requires polling places to be physically accessible to people with disabilities for federal elections. Where no
accessible location is available to serve as a polling place, a political subdivision must provide an alternate means of casting
a ballot on the day of the election. This law also requires states to make available registration and voting aids for disabled
and elderly voters, including information by telecommunications devices for the deaf (TDDs) which are also known as
teletypewriters (TTYs).

Voting Rights Act of 1965 [42 USC 1971 et seq.]
Language Minority Groups (LMGs). See §4(t)(4) and §203; interpretations and guidelines are provided in the Code of
Federal Regulations (7/1/99 version, Title 28, Chapter I, Part 55, §§55.1-55.24). The minority language provisions were
added to the Act in 1975, and San Mateo County became a covered jurisdiction under §203(c) pursuant to the July 2002
publicat,ion of Census Bureau statistics (67 Fed. Reg. 144,48871). The language provisions require San Mateo County to
provide election materials and activities in English, Chinese and Spanish, in any type of election Covered activities are
defined as "any registration or voting notices, forms, instructions, assistance, or other materials or information relating to the
electoral process, including ballots[.]" The basic purpose is to allow members of the LMGs to be effectively informed of
and participate effectively in voting-connected activities.
Federal monitoring of polling places upon court order for the purpose of observing whether persons who are entitled to vote
are being permitted to vote. [42 USC 1973a(a) and 1973f]

National Voter Registration Act of 1993 [42 USC 1973gg et seq.]
(Popular names: Motor Voter Law; NVRA.) The purpose of the Act is to make it easier for all Americans to register to
vote and to maintain their registration. It provides for voter registration services while applying for a driver's license, while
applying for general assistance or for state-funded public services for the disabled, or by using mail-in forms in a state­
approved format. The Act also requires elections officials to take specified steps to maintain up-to- date voter registration
database and to notify voters of their registration status



APPENDIX D - VOTER'S BILL OF RIGHTS

Provided by the SOS, per HAVA. EC 14105.3

1. You have the right to cast a ballot if you are a valid registered voter (a US citizen who is a resident in this state, at least 18
years of age and not in prison or on parole for conviction of a felony, and registered to vote at his or her current residence
address).

2. You have the right to cast a provisional ballot if your name is not listed on the voting rolls.
3. You have the right to cast a ballot if you are present and in line at the polling place prior to the close of the polls.
4. You have the right to cast a secret ballot free from intimidation.
5. You have the right to receive a new ballot if, prior to casting your ballot, you believe you made a mistake. If at any time

before you finally cast your ballot, you feel you have made a mistake, you have the right to exchange the spoiled ballot for
a new ballot. VBM voters may also request and receive a new ballot if they return their spoiled ballot to an elections
official prior to the closing of the polls on election day.

6. You have the right to receive assistance in casting your ballot, if unable to vote without assistance.
7. You have the right to return a completed VBM ballot to any precinct in the county.
8. You have the right to election materials in another language, if there are sufficient residents in your precinct to warrant

production.
9. You have the right to ask questions about election procedures and observe the elections process. You have the right to ask

questions of the precinct board and election officials regarding election procedures and to receive an answer or be directed
to the appropriate official for an answer. However, if persistent questioning disrupts the execution of their duties, the
board or election officials may discontinue responding to questions.

10. You have the right to report any illegal or fraudulent activity to a local elections official or to the Secretary of State's
Office.

If you believe you have been denied any of these rights,
or you are aware of any election fraud or misconduct,

please call the Secretary of State's
confidential toll-free Voter Protection Hotline

at 1-800-345-VOTE (8683).

Information on your voter registration affidavit will be used by elections officials to send you official information on the voting
process, such as the location of your polling place and the issues and candidates that will appear on the ballot. Commercial use
of voter registration information is prohibited by law and is a misdemeanor. Voter information may be provided to a candidate
for office, a ballot measure committee, or other person for election, scholarly, journalistic, political, or governmental purposes, as
determined by the Secretary of State. Driver's license and social security numbers, or your signature as shown on your voter
registration card, cannot be released for these purposes. If you have any questions about the use of voter information or wish to

. report suspected misuse of such information, please call the Secretary of State's Voter Protection and Assistance Hotline at 1­
800-345-VOTE. Certain voters facing life-threatening situations may qualify for confidential voter status. For more information,
contact the Secretary of State's Safe at Home program or web site at: www.sos.ca.gov. [See EC 2300]


